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SUBJECT: CALL BY SOVIET EMBASSY FIRST SECRETARY LAPCHINE 

1 . SOVIET EMBASSY FIRST SECRETARY M.G. LAPCHINE, 

WHOSE RESPONSIBILITIES APPARENTLY INCLUDE CONTACT WITH 
THE U.S. EMBASSY, CALLED ON ME FOR THE FIRST TIME 
SEPTEMBER 22. 

2. LPACHINE SAID THAT IT WOULD BE VERY INTERESTING TO 
WATCH CHINESE FOREIGN POLICY IN THE POST-MAO PERIOD. 

IN THIS CONNECTION HE ASKED ME IF I COULD GET HIM A 
COPY OF A BOOK CALLED "THE CHINESE COMMUNITY IN LAOS'" 
PUBLISH BY THE RAND CORPORATION THE 1960'S. HE 
DESCRIBED IT AS A ONE VOLUME WORK, ABOUT 80 OR 90 PAGES 
IN LENGTH, DEALING WITH HISTORICAL, ETHNIC AND 

S OCIOLOGCIAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE CHINESE IN LAOS. 
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3. LAPCHINE ASKED ME WHAT I THOUGHT WAS GOING TO 
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HAPPEN IN CHINA NOW. I DISCLAIMED ANY CHINESE 
EXPERTISE AND SAID I REALLY HAD NOTHING TO ADD TO THE 
STATEMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY AND MR. 
BUSH'S RECENT TELEVISION INTERVIEW WHICH WAS BROADCAST 
BY VOA. 

4. LAPCHINE SAID THE RUSSIANS THOUGHT THAT A GROUP OF 
LEFTISTS, INCLUDING MAO'S WIDOW. WERE VERY ACTIVE AT 
THE MOMENT BUT THAT THEIR POSITION WAS BY NO MEANS 
SECURE. HE ALSO OBSERVED THAT THE CHINESE REGIME AT 
PRESENT, ALTHOUGH "SOCIALIST" IN A ECONOMIC SENSE, WAS 
NOT "SOCIALIST" IN A POLITICAL SENSE. HE SAID THE 
SOVIETS FELT THAT MAO HAD BEEN OUT OF ACTION FOR HEALTH 
REASONS FOR SOME TIME BEFORE HIS DEATH AND THAT A 
NUMBER OD DECISIONS HAD BEEN MADE, NOTABLY THE ONE TO 
RESUME DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH INDIA, WITHOUT ANY 
REFERENCE TO MAO. 

5. LAPCHINE SAID THAT THE SOVIET EMBASSY HAD NOT BEEN 
INVITED TO SIGN THE CONDOLENCE BOOK AT THE CHINESE 
EMBASSY HERE BUT THAT AMBASSADOR VDOVINE AND A COUPLE 
OF HIS STAFF HAD GONE AHEAD AND SIGNED IT ANYWAY. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: IF THE DEPARTMENT CAN LOCATE A 
COPY OF THE RAND STUDY LAPCHINE REQUESTED AND IF IT IS 
AVAILABLE FOR DISTRIBUTION, THE EMBASSY WOULD 
APPRECIATE RECEIVING A COPY TO PASS TO HIM. 

CORCORAN 
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